
SIGNIFICANCE & IMPACT

Project Objectives

Objective #1: 
Develop a Research-to 

Application Grant Program

Objective #2: 
Support Interdisciplinary 

Collaboration

Objective #3:
Engage Communities

Partners
The National Sea Grant Law Center is
partnering with the South Carolina Sea
Grant Consortium and Illinois-Indiana
Sea Grant to support additional
research projects from the Southeast
Initiative and to disseminate research
findings to enhance state-level policies
that protect communities from the
risks posed by CECs.

STRENGTHENING AND EXPANDING REGIONAL CEC INITIATIVES TO
PROMOTE RESEARCH-TO-APPLICATION PARTNERSHIPS

Contaminants of Emerging Concern (CECs) are newly identified or re-
emerging environmental pollutants that may cause harm to
environmental or human health. This project aims to integrate scientific
research into state policy through a research-to-application grant
program. Fostering collaboration between researchers, policymakers,
and community stakeholders will help facilitate the use of existing and
emerging research on CECs to inform practical policy solutions that
protect human health and the environment. 

This project is funded by the NOAA National Sea Grant Office. It builds
upon two previously funded initiatives: Building a Regional Network to
Study the Influence of Climate Change on Contaminants of Emerging
Concern (Southeast Initiative) and Social and Economic Impacts of PFAS in
the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain Regions (Great Lakes Initiative).

This project addresses critical environmental 
and public health challenges by facilitating the 
translation of scientific research into practical 
state policy. The program’s focus on 
interdisciplinary partnerships and 
engagement with communities will enhance 
the implementation and effectiveness of policy 
solutions.

Sept 2024 - Dec 2025
Draft and Release RFP

Sept - Dec 2024
Form Advisory Committee

Sept 2024 - May 2025
Southeast Projects Conducted

 jan - may 2026
Select Projects and Issue Subawards

jun 2026 - aug 2027
Research-to-Application Projects Conducted

Ongoing
Outreach 

Project Milestones




